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> = Abraham Lincotn 


_ Child of the boundless prairie, son of the virgin soil, 
) Heir to the bearing of burdens, brother to them that toil; 
» God and nature together shaped him to lead in the van, 
In the stress of the wildest weather, when the nation needed a man. 


Hyes of a smoldering fire, heart of a lion at bay, 

Patience to plan for tomorrow, valor to serve for today; 

Mournful and mirthful and tender, quick as a flash with a jest, 

Hiding with gibe and great laughter the ache that was dull in his breast. 


} Met were the man and the hour—man who was strong for the shoek— 

_ Fierce were the lightnings unleashed; in the midst, he stood fast as a rock. 
~ Comrade he was, and commandet—he who was meant for the time, 

. Tron in council and action, simple, aloof, and sublime. 


Swift slip the years from their tether, centuries pass like a breath, 

Only some lives are immortal, challenging darkness and death. 

- Hewn from the stuff of the martyrs, writ in the stardust his name, 
Glowing, untarnished, transcendent, high on the records of fame. 


—Everywhere. 
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IMPORTANT 
The Editor’s new address is now 
Box 188, Viborg, S. Dak. His 


phone number is Davenport 6-5327. 


Viborg, S. D. Dr. John M. Jensen 
i was installed Sunday, Feb. Ist, as 
Pastor of Bethany Lutheran Church. 
Pastor E. L. Erlander of Beresford, 
S. Dak., had charge of the installation. 
The installation service was in the 
evening. The congregation arranged a 
social hour with refreshments after 
the service. The editor got a very 
= fine reception. 
News, News. Due to the move to 
_ Viborg some news may be a week 
late. But please send all your news 
at once to the editor at Viborg, S. Dak. 


Pastor Niels Bentsen died Thursday, 
Jan. 29, at the age of nearly 92 years. 
Memorial service was held at Webster 
- Groves, Mo., on the following Satur- 
_. day, and committal was made at Ed- 
more, Mich., on Febr. 2nd. 


MRS. ETHAN MENGERS 
EXPRESSES THANKS 
: The Eternal God is your refuge and 
__ underneath are the Everlasting Arms. 
p<. —Deut. 33:27 


__. These words were first brought to 
- my attention right after my husband’s 
_ death by one of my own sons. The 
_ thought of the Everlasting Arms kept 
following him as he flew home for 
his father’s funeral. 
Later that same scripture verse was 
_ repeated over and over again in the 
many kind messages received from 
_ friends all over the country. 

And I am sure it wasn’t an accident 
_ when I first picked up my husband’s 
_ large Bible, used in his teaching, that 
Be without volition on my part it opened 
_ to the thirty-third chapter of Deu- 
: teronomy and there heavily underlined 
_ was that precious promise again, I 
_ felt my husband stil] speaking to 
Be comfort me as he always did when- 
_ ever any trouble or sorrow distressed 
me. 

__ And though at tirnes the grief and 
_ longing have seemed almost Over- 
xs whelming yet those Everlasting Arms 
_have been strong to uphold me. 

‘ __- God did not leave me desolate, I 
i have so many happy memories of the 
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years God gave us to be together and 
permitted us to be servants in His 
vineyard. And our children have been 
a wonderful help and consolation to 
me. 

I am also grateful to the many 
friends, students and former students, 
for the beautiful tributes to my hus- 
band’s memory. 

Friends have asked me about my 
plans for the future. I am sure my 
heavenly Father has some plan for this 
new phase of my life. I know He 
does not intend that the years, be they 
few or many, be empty and unfruitful. 
But so far I am waiting to see where 
that guidance will lead me. 

Until then I shall remain here in 
Dubuque, keeping busy in my nursing 
profession and doing the needed duties 
from day to day. 

I really started this letter for the 
purpose of thanking everyone who in 
any way by prayers, letters, tributes, 
and memorial gifts, helped to lighten 
the heavy burden. God bless you all! 

I wish to bring a special word of 
thanks to the friends here at Trinity 
and Wartburg, both faculty and stu- 
dents, for their kindness at the time 
of Ethan’s death and their continuing 
kindness in still accepting me as a 
member of their group, and doing all 
in their power to alleviate the loneli- 
ness. 

May God’s blessing be on the work 
you are doing in His Kingdom which 


was always so dear to my husband’s 


heart. 
Catherine Mengers 


Lynwood, Calif. The Men for the 
Ministry Conference for high school 
boys of Southern California in our 
merging Synods, was held January 10 
at St. Paul’s, Lynwood, California. 
265 were present, including the pas- 
tors, making it one of the largest 
such conferences in the nation. Guest 
speakers were Pastor George Robert- 
son, Youth Director of our Synod; 
Dr. N. A. Menter, President of the 
Michigan District of the A.L.C.; Mr. 
Luther Lincoln of our Synod, who is 
Speaker of the Assembly, California 
State Legislature; and Dr. Gaylerd 
Falde, President of the California Dis- 
trict, E.L.C. Associate Pastor Doug- 
las Toepel was host. Allan D. Hansen 
is senior pastor of St. Paul’s. 


ligious News Service, and 


Much of our news is received from Re- 


the N 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Gonnath: 


LUTHERANS URGED TO 
MAKE CHURCHES “MORE 
THAN FRIENDLY” 

If a local congregation wants to b 
successful in gaining new members, | 
must be “more than a friendly chur 
in the opinion of a Lutheran profes; 
from Wartburg College, Waverly, lowax 

Dr. Karl T. Schmidt, speaking re} 
cently to laymen and pastors attendins 
the National Lutheran Evange 
Conference, in session at Ma 
Wis., Jan. 29-Feb. 1, admitted 
while “friendliness has a real imp 
ance,” congregations and individ 
members must in addition recogniz 
“that we are our brother’s keeper.” 

“We must be alert not only to ou 
own spiritual thermometer,” he ad 
vised, “but also to the spiritual tem 
perature of the members of our family 
and our fellow-church members.” _ 

Dr. Schmidt, who is also vice-p! 
dent of the Iowa District of the Am 
can Lutheran Church (ALC), asse 
that winning new members is 
just the preacher’s business,” but 
responsibility of “everyone who bear: 
the name ‘Christian.’ ” 

He recommended “constant v 
lance” on the part of laymen and p 
tors for opportunities to win the 
churched, urging persistent effort 
repeated contacts as a means of re 
ing them. “There are few persons 
can ultimately resist the concern 
Christian love,” he observed. — 

Dr. Schmidt said persons intent ©: 
being evangelists should be prepar 


table citizens,” he emphasized, sté 
that there is “no individual who 
not have some need.” ate 
“Even the proud, defiant 
has a need,” Dr. Schmidt added. ( 
betrays it by protesting too much. 4 | 


CHURCH CALLED TOO 
EASY TO JOIN : 
Convinced that it’s too easy to | 


beth, N. J., resolved to do som 
about it. He drew up a list of 
bership requisites. — 
“People have gotten to the poi 
where they need know little, b 
little and do little to join a chu 
said the Rev. Albert Fay Hill. 


(Continued on page ae 
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pine 

) loving from one place to another is made very easy now 
he professional movers. We have just had the experi- 
of moving from Spencer to Viborg. 

t moving may be hard anyway. For to get uprooted is 
easy, and to leave a wonderful congregation is also 
ficult. 

3ut we have already met so many fine people at Viborg, 
ak., that we are sure we shall soon feel at home. 

ut it is not easy to write editorials during moving. We 
ve a number of ideas, but not before next week can we 
ite any real editorials. However, this may also be good. 
us get a chance to quote what other men are saying. 
ime we have many good reports from the large 
al Lutheran Evangelism Conference held at Madison, 
, during the last week of January. We present some 
enging thoughts from that meeting. 


HBOR’ MORE, CHURCH 

f URGES LUTHERANS 

bers of local congregations today were urged to 
shbor” other people more as a possible means of in- 
sting them in joining the church. 

rs. Louis L. Belk, wife of a LeMars, Ia., Lutheran pas- 
warned that “in our hustling, work-a-day world with 
countless demands, there is a danger that even in small 
ns, we do not neighbor as we might.” 

_told the National Lutheran Evangelism Conference, 
ing at Madison, Wis., Jan. 30 to Feb. 1, that church 
men have “unusual opportunities” for evangelism through 
$s of helpfulness to neighbors in times of illness, accident, 
feavement or other needs. 

wreeting that new family moving into the neighborhood 
inging them a pot of hot coffee and a tray of hearty 
lwiches to eat as they try to make order out of chaos,” 
_— “will surely foster friendly relations between 


. Belk cited charges that few people today are con- 
about their neighbors, especially in larger cities. 
o not bother ourselves about other people’s problems,” 
served, “feeling that we have all we can do to take 
of our own.” 

called on church women to take leading roles in 
activities which promote family solidarity, under- 
ng and cooperation, to offset what she describes as a 
ent trend of “rapid degeneration” in American home 


s. Belk suggested participation in parents’ classes, adult 
groups, Mr. and Mrs. clubs, or church PTA groups 
s of improving community and family life. 

urged church women to help build better community 
les toward the handicapped, suggesting that such per- 
Id be assisted in developing purpose and self-con- 
e if they were invited to take part in church activi- 


Belk cited other areas where she said church women 
to serve, including interest in retarded children, 
g patients in mental hospitals, and welcoming migrant 
ers into parish activities. 

Brcppartunitics are as near as the next person or the 
roup we meet,” she observed. 

wa pastor’s wife also suggested that local congre- 
should organize special interest groups not based 
riage, to cater to the needs of working women and 


od statistics that there are more than 10 million 
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single women over 35 in the U. S., including widows and 
divorcees. She termed this “a sizeable minority worthy of 
the church’s attention.” 

Mrs. Belk said single women would have “unique oppor- 
tunities” to become “special friends” to shut-ins and in- 


valids, and might well become sponsors for church youth 
groups. 


HELP CITY CHURCHES MEET 
CHANGES, LUTHERANS URGED 

Several thousand pastors and laymen attending the 
National Lutheran Evangelism Conference were urged at 
Madison, Wisconsin to help city churches adjust to “a 
rapid-fire succession” of social forces affecting their urban 
ministry. 

The Rev. Walter Kloetzli, Chicago, called for study of the 
problems plaguing downtown parishes, to help them plan 
more effectively for “adjustments which the city church 
must make.” 

He said most urban congregations today “minister to a 
procession” of constantly-moving families, with the result 
that members seldom get to know one another and church 
life often becomes “impersonal and rootless.” 

Mr. Kloetzli cited the difficulty of getting city church 
members to become concerned about other people in the 
congregation, when “they hardly know one another.” 

Part of the reason for ineffective city parish programs, 
he indicated, lies in the fact that lay leadership is often 
dominated by those who have been members the longest, 
and who may live the farthest from the church. 

He stated that in many city congregations, half of the 
membership may have joined in the past ten years but that 
usually only about a fourth of the leadership may come 
from this newer element. 

“City churches today find themselves in the midst of 
rapidly-shifting neighborhoods,” Mr. Kloetzli observed. Con- 
gregations which once ministered to a closely-related social 
group living near the church, he said, “now find themselves 
serving a group which may be scattered all over town.” 

In the past, Mr. Kloetzli recalled, city churches usually 
were at the center of neighborhood life, with members living 
near enough to attend worship regularly and participate in 
weekly parish activities. 


But he said, “The city grew and changed, and the neigh- — 


borhood around the church became quite different,” with 
members moving farther away, and with new people mov- 
ing into the neighborhood who were “not like the people 
who belonged” earlier. 

Factors which most affect the ministry of city churches, 
Mr. Kloetzli said, include the nation’s “phenomenal popu- 


lation growth,” coupled with a continuing population shift 
from rural to urban areas, with some 20 per cent of U. S. 


families changing residence every year. 


This last, he observed, has the most “far-reaching” effect — : 


ou urban congregations, in particular the movement of people 
from the inner part of the city toward the suburbs. 
Faced with “a constellation of forces” 


alternatives. Either they sell their old building and erect a 
new sanctuary in areas “more accessible and acceptable to 
their members,” or they come to realize that new people 


moving into their old neighborhoods need the Gospel,” just — 


as much, if not more than former inhabitants.” 
The church urban planning expert said city churches 
which either lack the strength to relocate, or who are un- 


affecting their 
ministry, Mr. Kloetzli said city churches usually have two ~ 


Last 
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willing to adjust to their changing community and oa = 


newcomers “ultimately must die.” 

As city churches examine their programs in the light of 
such changing challenges, Mr. Kloetzli concluded, they come 
to realize that Christ’s statement, 
shall find it,” also holds true for congregations. 


“He that loses his life 
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PREACH ABOUT ‘WORLDLINESS,’ 
EDUCATOR ADVISES LUTHERANS 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.— 
The forgotten part of the Church’s 
message today is the Christian’s re- 
lationship to the world in which he 
lives, according to a prominent Lu- 
theran educator from Minnesota. 

“More Christians fall away from 
the church because of worldliness than 
any other reason,” said the Rev. Dr. 
Joseph L. Knutson, president of Con- 
cordia College, Moorhead, Minn. 

Urging the church to preach more 
about this problem, Dr. Knutson de- 
fined ‘“worldliness” as “that part of 
life which is not surrendered to the 
lordship of Christ.” 

Speaking to several thousand pastors 
and laymen attending the National 
Lutheran Evangelism Conference, in 
session here at Emmanuel Lutheran 
Church through Jan. 25, Dr. Knutson 
explained that the problem of worldli- 
ness is resolved by the church’s teach- 
ing of “the dynamic of Christian lib- 
erty.” 

This teaching, he said, insists that 
‘nothing is sinful in itself,’ explain- 
ing that “what may be sin for one 
person may not be sin for another.” 

Dr. Knutson called on church peo- 
ple “not to separate themselves from 
the world in such a way that we give 
good and useful things into the hands 
of the evil one, or separate the church 
from the cultural expression of life.” 

He said a guide in determining 


whether something is worldly or not 


is to “ask whether it is a work of the 
flesh or a fruit of the Spirit.” 

Dr. Knutson explained that while 
the Lutheran Church teaches that 
while Christians become “free in 
Christ, they are in bondage to one an- 
other for Jesus’ sake.” 

He said a Christian “will always feel 
tension between himself and the 
world,” but that this relationship 
“must be held taut, or life will dangle 
like a broken string.” 

EUROPEAN REFORMERS SEEN 
RESPONSIBLE FOR 
PROTESTANT DIFFERENCES 

Different conceptions of the reality 
of God and the Bible by 16th and 17th 
century European reformers are re- 
sponsible for differences between ma- 
jor groups of American Protestants, a 
leading church historian said in St. 
Paul, Minn. 

Dr. Wilhelm Pauck, professor of 
church history at Union Theological 
seminary, New York, said that despite 


the differences all the major reformers 


held the common belief that God was 
real and the Bible true. 
A Congregationalist, he spoke to 


some 600 pastors and seminarians at 
the annual convocation of Luther 
Theological seminary. 

Martin Luther, he explained, com- 
prehended the meaning of Christianity 
in terms of a “trusting.” 

John Calvin, the founder of the Re- 
formed or Presbyterian tradition, held 
that “obedience” as the basic reality 
on which everyone must rely. 

The Anabaptists, he said, saw the 
basic realities of God and His Word 
in terms of “discipleship.” 

Another lecturer, Dr. J. E. Herr- 
mann, St. Louis, Mo., credited Martin 
Luther with “exploding the falsehood 
set up by the Middle Ages that created 
an artificial and un-Biblical division 
between the sacred and secular in life. 

The Christian vocation, he said, is 
“the total practice of Christian faith 
seven days a week—especially in 
whatever daily work we do to earn 
our living.” 


3 UNITING CHURCHES NAME 
MEN’S WORK EXECUTIVE 


A. E. Doerring, for the past two 
years a stewardship counselor of The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELC), 
has been named executive director of 
the men’s auxiliary of three Lutheran 
bodies which will unite in 1960. 

Mr. Doerring, 50, accepted a call 
from the combined Brotherhoods of 
the ELC, American Lutheran Church 
(ALC) and United Evangelical Lu- 
theran Church (UELC), according to 
an announcement made in Minneapolis 
by Robert H. Alexander of Sioux City, 
Ia., chairman of the joint call commit- 
tee. 

Mr. Doerring, who resides in St. 
Paul, will assume his new duties, Feb. 
16. 

After the union of the three church 
groups, the men’s auxiliary will be- 
come known as “The Brotherhood of 
The American Lutheran Church,” in- 
volving nearly a half-million Luther- 
an men. 

A native of Luana, Ia., Mr. Doerring 
has long experience as a teacher and 
athletic coach in Iowa and Minnesota 
schools. He attended Wartburg Col- 
lege, Waverly, Ia., and Iowa State 
Teachers College at Cedar Falls, from 
which he graduated in 1931. He has 
done graduate work in school admin- 
istration at the University of Minne- 
sota. 

Mr. Doerring has taught at schools 
in Prescott, Afton, and Luana, Ia., and 
also at Pequot Lakes, Minn., where he 
was high school principal from 1954- 
57. He served in the Navy from 1944- 
46, as an athletic instructor and radio 
technician, 


Y 


February 9, 1) 
} 


For ten years (1936-46), he operat 
a general store at Lauana, Iowa, « 
for 11 years (1946-57) he operate 
resort at Pequot Lakes, Minn. — 
joined the ELC stewardship staff! 
Sept. 1957. 

Mr. Doerring was confirmed in 
ALC. His wife, the former Ly’ 
Hansen of Kimballton, Ia., is a form 
UELC member. They have three ck 
dren: Jerene (Mrs. Irvin Mortenss 
wife of an ELC missionary in 7: 
ganyika); Lane, a middler at Lut is 
Theological Seminary, St. Paul; é 
Tate, a former Estonian displaced pq 
son, now a junior at Wilson Hi 


school, St. Paul. 4 


SCHOOLS VITAL TO CHURCH 
LUTHERAN EDUCATORS TOLD © 


Strong Lutheran colleges help bt 
a strong Lutheran Church, a lead 
educator of the denomination said 
Kansas City, Mo. > 

Speaking at the 45th annual meet# 
of the National Lutheran Educatioa 
Conference, Dr. Ewald B. Lawson 
a presidential address said that wH 
“many colleges which once Ww 
church colleges have veered away ., 
the Lutheran Church is very much) 
the business of Christian higher eduu 
tion today.” Cm 

Dr. Lawson, president of Upss 
College, East Orange, N. J., paid trib 
at the 3-day meeting, January 
to the pioneer pastor-presidents ¥ 
established Lutheran colleges in 
merica. 

Dr. Gould Wickey of Washingti 
D. C., executive director of the Cd 
ference, reported to the educators tk 
Lutheran liberal arts colleges are | 
creasing in enrollment more rapie 
than any other group of privately si 
ported colleges. q 

Dr. Wickey, who is also exe A 
secretary of the Board of Higher E c 
cation of the United Lutheran Chu m1 
in America, said that Lutheran scho 
are challenged to maintain their qui 
ity education. ; 

“In a day when our enrollments 4 


climbing, when mass education is t 


z| 


vogue, we must do two things,” | 
said. “We must give special attent ii 
to our admission policy and we m U 
develop a program of quality edu iy 
tion.” ) 
He asserted that automatic a dr ! 
sion on the presentation of a hi 
school diploma is not enough. i || 
“Such a policy compels our facult 
to deal with mediocrity,” he dec 
The education executive said 
an intensive education in pris 
jects is to be preferred to an ex 
superficial education in many 


ter-Lutheran agency in America, 
(Continued on Pan 8 “ 
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omance in the Records 


_, By K. M. Matthiesen, Executive Secretary, 
" Board of Home Missions 


et 


a 
When the story of the Zulus of Africa was told to me by 
a missionaries from the Hermannsburg Mission, the 
mance deeply moved my boyish soul. The strange coun- 
> the fierceness of the pagans, the conquest of Christ 
ought by the missionaries’ fearless ministry made a beau- 
gai and moving story. Our missionaries today have the 
ne ability of setting their work in this aura of romance. 
are touched by the need, the great suffering of the 
ple to whose land our men and women are sent with 
2 Gospel, and we readily respond with our support. 
e Home Mission story is set on a more prosaic level. 
e statistics taken from the records are not conducive to 
Ise the people of the church to fervency because every- 
is familiar. It is the pattern of the home congrega- 
—its people, its problems, its records. 
ff, however, you should ask the pastor and his wife who 
n into a strange city with only a territory bounded by 
Z streets, confronted with the task of building a con- 
sgation, erecting a house of worship, and gathering hun- 
ods of uprooted, unchurched people around the Gospel: 
; there any romance hidden behind the records which 
astitute the visible criterion of your success?,” they would 
wer, their hearts full of joy: The greatest romance is 
opportunity of serving in Christ’s Name.” 
se me quote a few simple facts from the records of a 
me Mission congregation furnished me by the pastor. 
ese facts are but the skeleton on which is built a beauti- 
figure, the body of Christ, which is the Church. This is 
story of St. Andrew Lutheran Church of Whittier, Cali- 
Here are the recordings: 


uary 23, 1956: The Board of Home Missions authorized 

_ the opening of the Whittier Home Mission and the 
* purchase of six acres of land with house, located on 
A Miller Road between Leffingwell and Colima. 


a eet People Did This, It Could Change the World. 

1 Dared to Say 

4 ty ” 
| Love You 


s By Becky Burris 


me day, reading the newspapers, 
feeling utterly gloomy about the 
headlines, I asked myself: “But 
ean one woman do?” 

question gnawed at me all day 
I had to tell myself: “I must do 
hing—even if it’s only a little 
thi 'g—to make the world a better 


ce 


others, anyway. 
how to give it. 


eart spoke first: “The only I prayed. 


But I was rusty at loving, loving 
I loved myself. I 
was self-centered, 
whining and finding fault. I had to 
study love, how to get it... 
I couldn’t do it alone, 
so I asked God for help. 

“Take everything unworthy out of 
me, dear God, and fill me with love,” 
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April 17, 1956: The letter of call was sent to Pastor 
Verner Carlsen who accepted and moved to Whit- 
tier, California, Sept. 15, 1956. 


August 28, 1956: Nazareth Lutheran Church of Cedar Falls, 
Iowa, became the sponsor of this mission insofar as 
it paid the pastor’s salary for a year or more. 


November 11, 1956: First Service held at Clock Country Club. 


December 2, 1956: 
enrolled. 


First Sunday School with 63 children 


January 27, 1957: Groundbreaking for the First Unit 
(Chapel and educational wing.) 


March 3, 1957: Organization of congregation with 268 
members, 

July 7, 1957: Dedication of First Unit. 

December 31, 1957: Membership: Baptized 531, Confirmed 
308. 


October 5, 1958: Ground broken for new Educational Unit. 
December 31, 1958: 


December 31, 1958: 
448. 


Completion of educational addition. 


Membership: Baptized 829, confirmed 


December 31, 1958: Budget of $30,100.00 was reported 
reached to the extent of 98%. The average attend- 
ance on Sunday morning stands well over 400. 
High School Bible Class of 50 members with regu- 
lar attendance. 


The Board of Home Missions and the Pacific District has 
invested well over $100,000.00 in capital funds in this new 
congregation. All of this money will be released by this 
congregation for the beginning of another mission, as soon 
as local finances can supplant synodical funds. 

Two new mission congregations will soon be launched, 
one in the Charter Oak field in Los Angeles, the other in 
the St. Paul Park area, St. Paul, Minnesota. Both of these 
fields have been secured through the cooperation of the 
ELC. Watch The Ansgar Lutheran for further announce- 
ments on this new work. 


advised me. “Make things a little 
nicer for those you live with.” 

I started next morning. It was the 
first day I let love tell me what to 
do. Up early, I told my drowsing 
husband: “Let me bring you some 
coffee, honey.” : 

Formerly, I stayed in bed and 
begged him to bring me coffee. 

He was puzzled, but pleased when 
he got his coffee. I kissed him, and 


said: “I love you.” I had never said _ 


crabby, given to 


for breakfast?” I asked him, and 
there was real pleasure in his eyes, 
for I’d made him feel important. In | 
a better world everybody will be made 
to feel important. 

Then I woke up my son, and called 
him : “Darling.” 


more, 


that so boldly. “What would you like 


90n powerful enough to destroy 
in the world is love.” 

head spoke next: “Before you 
e the world better, you must 
yourself; clean. everything 
e out of your heart.” 


I had to help, of course. I dug and 
hacked away at malice and envy and 
greed. After a while I began to feel 
a joy instead of the stomach knots 
these evil feelings always left inside. 

“Take your home next,” my head 


He came out of his room, tugging 
his shirt into his jeans, grinning: “Did 
you call me ‘darling,’ mom?” = 

“Yes, I did. Why not? T’ll call you 


(Concluded on page 13) 


plus 
_ Lunar Apennines. 


A dream castle on the moon is a 


poor substitute for a palace in paradise 


An Acre on 
THE MOON 


By Raymond Cox 


A young couple appeared at the 
Benton County Clerk’s office in Cor- 
vallis, Oregon, and astounded the offi- 
cials by announcing, “We want to 
record our deed to an acre of land on 


1? 


the moon! 


“You what?” exclaimed the startled 
auditor. 


“We want to record the deed to 
property we have purchased on the 
moon. This is the proper place for 
filing of deeds, isn’t it?” 


“We do record property deeds here,” 
the clerk commented cautiously, won- 
dering whether this was a practical 
joke, “but on the moon? We never 
have been approached about property 
there!” 


The lunar landlord had documents 
to dispel any suspicion of a prank. “He 
presented a deed to an acre of land 
on the northeast quadrant of the moon 
—facing the earth. This general quit- 
claim deed reserved to the seller one- 
half of the mineral rights of the land, 
but guaranteed the buyer beach rights 
and access to the Sea of Tranquility, 
prospecting privileges in the 


Lest any suppose this deed was in- 
veigled from a space visitor to earth 
via flying saucer, let it be known that 
the Corvallis buyer purchased his real 
; estate on the moon from a business 

operated in New York City under the 
name “Interplanetary Development 
Corporation.” Anyone willing to risk 
a dollar in space speculation can pur- 
‘ chase an acre for himself. 


After some consideration of the 
Corvallis couple’s strange request, the 
Benton County Clerk authorized filing 


of the deeds “just in-case. . .” 
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People who purchase lunar real 
estate are somewhat unlikely to derive 
much benefit from the investment, 
save for the venture’s value as a con- 
versation topic. The remote inaccesi- 
bility of the acreage, the question of 
clear title, and the probability that the 
land would prove worthless even if 
it were visited, all combine to render 
the deeds of dubious worth. 


Christians can cherish little hope of 
benefiting from the moon’s rural real 
estate. But Christians do have strong 
claims on real estate in space. And 
the property to which believers hold 
title is far more valuable than an 
acreage on the moon. 


Where is the redeemed Christians’ 
real estate in space? 


Let the answer appear from the 
thrilling words of T. DeWitt Talmadge: 
“There is a great world swung some- 
where, vast beyond imagination... 
It is the headquarters of the universe, 
and the metropolis of immensity, and 
has a population in numbers vast be- 
yond all statistics, and appointments 
of splendor beyond the capacity of 
canvas or poem or angel to describe. . 
We spell it with six letters, and Pes 
nounce it—Heaven.” 


Some there be who scoff in derision 
that heaven is a hoax—an enchanting 
Never Never Land with candy trees 
and lakes of lemonade. Many sneer 
that paradise is only “pie in the sky.” 
Others arbitrarily assert that the only 
heaven man will ever experience is 
whatever “heaven on earth” he is able 
to achieve. 


But Jesus set the record straight 
when He promised, “In my Father’s 
house are many mansions. If it were 
not so, I would have told you. I go 
to prepare a place for you” (John 
14:2, 3). And Paul exulted in defiance 
of death, “We have an house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heav- 
ens” (2 Cor. 5:1). Those concepts 
represent the Christian’s real estate in 
space. 


If a man today were able to stand 
upon lunar acreage, he would view 
one vast scene of desolation. His 
property would not only be unim- 
proved, it would be well-nigh unim- 
provable! 


Not so the Christian’s celestial hold- 
ings. For heavenly real estate has 
been improved by a peerless contrac- 
tor, the Carpenter of Nazareth, even 
Christ, the divine agent of universal 
creation. He has prepared the place. 
He has developed heaven’s housing of 
many mansions. The streets are paved. 


The light is shining. Nothing that 
be desired is unprovided. 


But what of the cost of this celes3 
real estate? 


People who cannot possibly aff 
to purchase an acre on the moon 
a dollar can afford a palace in Pas 
dise. For the entrance qualifica 4 
is without money and without pr 
because “Jesus paid it all.” Fabul 
appointments, like streets of g 
gates of pearl, and walls of j : 
studded with gems flashing in all - 
colors of the rainbow, stagger the 
culations of the financier, but s1 
splendors are offered on the basis; 
“whosoever will may come.” 


The hope of heaven helps disaé 
death of its sting. 


Henry Varley returned from _ 
itinerary and noticed a house witl 
placard announcing, “This House _ 
Rent.” Varley accosted the caretal 
with the question, “Has the fog rr 
tenant died?” 


“Oh, no, Sir,” came the answer, 
has moved to a larger house int 
better location.” 


So it is for the Christian when dea 
removes him from this world. He 
moved to a larger house in a bet 
location. He has taken possession 
his real estate in space. He has 
pied his heavenly “house not | 
with hands.” 


Scientists seem certain that man 
the present generation will com: 
the conquest of space and visit 
enly bodies. Yet only a fe 
earth’s billions can aspire to. 
planetary excursions. But a he 
home for all eternity is <a 
anyone who will come to Christ. 


I haven’t registered a deed for 
acre on the moon. But I have rese ry 
one of the mansions Christ has pi 
pared. Have you? I hold title 
enduring real estate in space. . Ad 
so may you, if you will come to Jes: 


—Pentecostal Eve 


The president of a aiden ter 
lege let it be known that he 
someone to supply a chair 
school’s history department, 
er in a neighboring state 
he was prepared to ‘oblige. 


Overjoyed, the president 
person to contact the 
“You go right ahead — 
chair,” the rancher boor 
“Get a cushion, too. A 1 
a job sed if he oes 


- Unless big city churches learn to speak a “new vocabulary” 
which people can understand, they will fail in making Chris- 
tians of modern city dwellers. 


This observation came at North Hollywood, Calif., recently 
om the Rev. Joel Dobbe, Milwaukee, Wis., as ie. outlined 

‘oblems facing city churches, speaking before several 
thousand laymen and pastors attending a national Lutheran 
yangelism conference. 


“It is a waste of good breath to tell a large section of our 
odern-day city population ‘to repent, to believe, or to 
epend on God’s love’,” he declared, “when they haven’t 
the slightest idea what you’re talking about.” 


Mr. Dobbe, pastor of Milwaukee’s Advent Lutheran 
hurch, an inner-city parish, warned, “As long as we are 
tent to speak only to those who understand, then we 
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A Lesson for City Churches 


“expert” in many things, ranging from marital counseling 
and “the mores and cultures of every kind of people” to the 
“cause and cure of alcoholism” and group therapy. 


The Milwaukee clergyman suggested that because of the 
“staggering amount” of ability required for a modern city 
pastor to serve effectively, it might be a good idea to “add 
a year or two” to seminary training programs. 


“Would it be asking too much,” Mr. Dobbe continued, “to 
require that at least some of the men spend at least one or 
two additional years, preparing for the difficult task which 
will be theirs in the city church?” 


Asserting that the Christian gospel is “man’s greatest 
need,” Mr. Dobbe indicated that before a city church can 
interest an individual with its message, it may have to find 
him a job, or “a decent place to live.” 


modern city pastor, 


NEW AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 2) 


First Presbyterian church here, 
down the following rules for mem- 
hip in his congregation. 

Prospective members must pledge 
elves to a lifelong study of the 
and must attend at least ten 


They will be asked to contribute 
ne and talent as well as money. 


Jew members will be urged to tithe 


h new member will be expected 
‘ay daily for “the whole church 
rist and to love and respect all 


status or past life.” 

Presbyterian normally needs only 
10owledge his acceptance of Jesus 
as the “Lord and Savior.” How- 
der Presbyterian, procedure 
een may establish 


lall most surely fail to redeem the whole of the neighbor- 


Indicating that some city churches are using methods 
at are as “out-of-date” for today’s people as it would be 
drive up to a supermarket in a horse and buggy,” the 
consin clergyman urged city parishes 
neighborhoods and to develop programs to fit community 


with his ears that Christ loved him, and that we love 
n, but he will be able to see it with his eyes.” 


- Dobbe said that before a city congregation can ac- 
omplish its mission, it must have “able pastors, a dynamic 
sogram, and it must learn to demonstrate Christ’s love.” 


he revealed, is expected to be 


streets.” 


to study their 
he said, 


well.” 


tion.” 


DR. FRY WARNS AGAINST 
STRESSING STATISTICS 
IN EVANGELISM 

Stewardship and evangelism lead- 
ers of the United Lutheran Church in 
America were warned by the de- 
nomination’s president to beware of 
“systems, gadgetry and statistics” in 
advancing the Gospel. 

Dr. Franklin Clark Fry of New 


’ York called, instead, for an evangel- 


ism that strikes “a balance” between 
a prepared program and the indi- 
vidual for whom it is designed. 
Addressing a joint meeting of 
stewardship secretaries and evangelism 
chairmen, he cautioned against “yield- 
ing to the American predilection to 
figures” in establishing evangelistic 
campaigns. Evangelistic efforts must 
not be made “an accountant’s game or 
be reduced to tabulations,” he said. 
Dr. Fry urged the delegates to avoid 
the tendency to direct evangelism to 
people “who in ordinary times would 
not be members of the Lutheran 


- Church. He said this was the case 


It is difficult to believe the gospel, he said, “on an empty = 
stomach, or when your wife doesn’t dare to walk the city — 


Christ did not expect people to believe His message under 
such conditions, Mr. Dobbe recalled. 
“that the hungry were fed, that the demon-pos- — 
sessed were returned to sanity, and that the sick were made — 


Mr. Dobbe indicated a city church also has a responsibility 2 
to work for better schools, 
sometimes to provide medical care and “wholesome recrea- | 


Today’s city congregation, he emphasized, “must learn to. 
give of itself in acts of kindness, love and mercy.” 


“Our Lord saw to it,” — 


adequate police protection, or ; 


with some churches whose older mem- 
bers have moved away but still come 
back on Sundays. 


“We must ask ourselves,” he sai 
“do we need them or do they need us? 


He said that “gadgetry is king | 
the land” and everyone looks for the 
magic formula to take care of every 
situation. But, he continued, there is 
no successful program of evangelis 
in system. zy 


The importance of a balanced evar 
ism program, Dr. Fry said, was unde 
scored by the Michigan and West Vi 
ginia Synods which last year achieve 
the highest percentage of stewardship 
in the denomination. oe 


“A sound program of evaneei ee > 
that gets to people naturally results — 
in good stewardship,” he stressed. ae 


Dr. Fry noted that these two oe r 


and economic conditions. 


a 
« 


WHAT $5.00 WILL DO 


A chaplain stationed in a US Air 
Force base brings the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ to young men away from home. 
He bears witness to his faith and coun- 
sels with young men groping their 
way spiritually. He meets many who 
have no religious training; others who 
falter when required to stand “on their 
own feet” religiously. He is a support 


and inspiration to these men. 


& 
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This chaplain is there to help be- 
cause he attended Dana College. He 
made the momentous decision after 
graduating from high school. He hed 
been a star athlete. Coming to Dana 
he reported that he was highly im- 
pressed with the Christian witness of 
the coach. The impression was so 
deep that he began to think more 
seriously about giving his life to God 
in full-time service in the church. He 
entered the seminary, was ordained 
and entered the armed forces as a 
chaplain where he serves today. 


_ Why did all of this occur? Because 
there was a Dana College. Why was 


there a Dana College. Because some- 


one had the vision and many were 
willing to give to keep it going. It 


_ has served similar purposes as the one 


influenced to become pastors 


- related above. Many young men have 


while living under the guidance of 


| 


‘ 
. 


Christian scholars where their witness 
is not restricted. 
If Dana College is to serve as she 
is able in this generation it is import- 
ant that she be equipped and endowed 
adequately. Her needs are greater 


and different. Larger and more com- 


_ pletely appointed classrooms are neces- 
sary if she is to compete with uni- 

_versities and other state-supported 
schools. 


To make it possible for Dana Col- 
_ lege to serve effectively The Forward 
Phase Budget for Dana College is less 
than $5.00 per confirmed member for 
a three-year period. It’s worth that 
‘much to guide and train young men 
and women for service in Christ's 


Church. Congregations should be 


proud to include this in their giving. 


Bate) 
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Manners and Morals 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 
Sir: 


There have been plenty of evaluations and analyses of the two 
Kinsey Reports. Since I have read both of them, I claim to know as 
much about the reports as anyone else who has read them. Of course 
I did not read every word in both reports because the books are of 
such a statistical nature that to read their every word would be like 
reading every word in a small dictionary. 


I have come to the conclusion that these reports did not do any 
good. There was a time when I thought that they might prove useful 
to pastors and others concerned with the morality of mankind. But 
it now appears to me that the “facts” which these books purport to 
present have served only to entrench more firmly the belief of many 
people that sexual morality is a relative thing. It seems that the 
average American has decided that he should do what most people are 
doing and that he has accepted the Kinsey Reports as proof that his 
immorality should not exclude him from the distinguished company 
of millions of other Americans. 


Never has there been such emphasis upon sex as there is today. 
News stands, movies, and T.V. virtually shout the word sex at you. 
The “decent” magazines feature long and learned articles which go 
into the minutest details concerning the most intimate aspects of 
marriage. Nowadays everything concerning sex must become more 
and more open for discussion. Tear the-lid off! Away with the old 
taboos! Let’s think about it, talk about it, read about it, and see more 
of it! So goes literature and drama today. 


Now, I am not opposed to: informative books (recommended by 
doctors) on marriage. I believe that scientific and moral education 
on the subject can serve some useful purposes. But I am convinced 
that it is not a healthy situation when even the more staid and so- 
called decent magazines must sensationalize the subject. I cannot 
believe that God ever intended sex to be anything more or less than 
a part of married love. It never has been and never will be the whole. 
But to read some books and articles on the subject, you would 
eee it was just about everything in marriage and in social life as 


So help me, I have heard ten-year-olds, and younger, talk 
going steady. This they do, not because they hice sot Ms five ee 
of puberty earlier than usual (puberty is seldom reached before the 
age of 12), but only because the whole world around them is so sex- 
conscious that the kids get the impression only “squares” don’t have 
girl-friends and boy-friends. How idiotic can you get? 


So, one of my conclusions regarding the Kinse i 
‘ y Reports is that th 
merely served to make many immoral people believe they are after 
all, quite within their American rights when so many others are im- 


hry too. After all, fifty-million Americans can’t be wrong, can 


I am beginning to wonder if it is not better to have i 
remain unknown. No, I do not believe in cloistered istlation fe Goats 
children. Nor do I believe that ignorance is morality. But I believe 
that one can know about sex and about marriage and about love and 
know that certain things are right and others wrong without knowing just 


how fashionable and popular it has become in America to be immoral. _ 


“Thou shalt not commit adultery” is not on , iti 
statements. It is both his bamutabie law and a Christen inne 
all men and women have broken this law whether in word deed or 
thought is of course true. But I feel strongly that our whole societ 
is commiting adultery by popularizing and_sensationalizin the 
subject of the sixth commandment. eer 


Yours, 


Scrip Sundry. 


ise More Laymen, Lutheran 
stewardship Leaders Advised 


 Laymen constitute “a tremendous unharnessed potential” 
S workers in the church, a national conference of Lutheran 
ewardship leaders was told at Minneapolis. 

Tillman S. Stevens, Minneapolis, stewardship counselor 
or the Evangelical Lutheran Church (ELC), said laymen 
re eager to work in teaching other members the true 
meaning of giving to the Lord. 

“But, he stressed, “they must be asked, and the church 
AU st offer them a program worthy of their time and effort.” 
Mr. Stevens outlined the ELC’s every-member-visit 
EMV) program, which he said enlisted 200,000 volunteer 
ymen this past fall on Stewardship Sunday to call on 
ellow-members to receive their pledges of financial support 
aa work of local congregations. 


fe those who have had experience in selling a product or 
ervice. 

Bor. Henry Endress of New York, stewardship director of 
me United Lutheran Church in America (ULCA), ex- 
ained how his Church is increasingly using laymen in 
s stewardship program. “We are at the frontier in the 
urch of using laymen in full-time service,’ he declared, 


ring that more ways be found to use retired men in 


everal retired New York bankers. 

’ > . Philip S. Dybvig of Minneapolis, ELC home missions 
rector, said young churches are leading older congrega- 
ions in stewardship practices. 

‘He credited home mission congregations with raising the 
evel of pastors’ salaries throughout the ELC and with 
et} ing a pattern for increasing benevolence giving. He 
evealed that the average home mission congregation gives 
0 per cent of its annual income for church work outside 
ts own parish. 


. $5.25 Weekly Average 

Al Doerring of St. Paul, ELC stewardship counselor, 
sscribed how he had conducted EMV’s in 22 home mission 
mgregations in the past 16 months. He said the average 
ekly family gift in these congregations was $5.25. ‘Faith 
1e power of God’s word makes this happen,” he stressed. 
am Edwins of Minneapolis, stewardship counselor for 
Augustana Lutheran Church, said congregations need 
mtinuing stewardship education programs to help them 
rpret to individual members the deeper meaning of 
rch membership. 

e Rev. Clyde Grimstvedt of Minneapolis, ELC assistant 
ardship director, said too many congregations expect a 
e annual drive for funds in the fall to take care of 
ardship education for the whole year. “When this 
ns,’ he warned, stewardship education is left undone, 
perverted concept of the meaning of stewardship con- 
eH 

r. George S. Schultz of Columbus, O., stewardship di- 
r of the American Lutheran Church (ALC), replied 
iticisms that U. S. stewardship programs “begin and 
| with money.” He declared that “A stewardship pro- 
m which doesn’t reach a man before it reaches his money 
adequate and ineffective.” 

. Schultz called for increased emphasis that cores 
tian stewardship begins with the individual giving 
self to the Lord first. “A man’s attitude toward his 
xy is like a thermometer,” he asserted. “It measures 
‘depth of his soul.” 

Raymond M. Olson of Minneapolis, ELC stewardship 
r, insisted that “the greatest stewardship responsi- 
(Continued on page 13) 


graduation at the end of the first semester. 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


ALUMNI OFFICERS ELECTED 


Nielsen Hemmingsen 


The Dana College and 
Trinity Seminary Alumni 
Association recently re- 
elected Mr. Robert Hem- 
mingsen as_ president, 
Miss Luella Nielsen as 
Secretary and Mr. Paul 
Simon as Member of the 
Board. All three were 
reelected to their second 
term. Other officers of 
the association are: Vice 
President, Forrest Leigh- 
ton; Treasurer, Hughie 
Hughes; Board Members, 
Richard Boe, Herbert 
Hjortsvang, Emerald 
Nielsen, and Edie Skobo. 


SECOND SEMESTER ENROLLMENT 


A total of 320 students are currently enrolled at Dana ~ 
College, according to Dr. Elmer Rasmussen, Registrar. That 
is a drop of seven students from last semester’s total en- 
rollment of 327. The breakdown by classes is as follows: 


Seniorsmen cnc ene Auch Monae SOLS 
TUNIOUS Medea os ots BU someone Senet! 
Sophomores a sce: ae ees 81 
Hreshmen) 2)-...- Mero caste ras Ret eet lay 
Unclassified. soit nsetsclennerss Beh et 


time. Three students completed their requirements for ‘ 
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Put yourself in this position. The time: during World 

_ War II. The place: on an island in the Philippines, 
_ where heavy firing has been commenced against us. 
_ Suddenly you are badly wounded and only your best 
_ friend is with you. For him to stand and carry you off 
- behind the lines would be sure suicide. He himself is 
_ frightened. He picks you up and runs a winding path 
_ while bullets are whizzing by your ears. He carries 
you to safety unharmed. How would you feel toward 
_ this person after saving your life? You would probably 
sacrifice your life to save him as he sacrificed his life 
% to save you. You would, without a doubt, do anything 
~ he bids you to do, for he saved your life. 


I owe my life to a Man. Not a normal human be- 
ing, but an immortal Man. A Man that will never die. 
_ He was a Man with great powers. . 

_ the power to heal a man’s wounds by 
3 Be cuehing him . . . the power to bring life 
_ back from the dead... Yet, this Man 
_ died that you and I may live. He died 
_ that my sins and the world’s sins may be 
. forgiven.. Just think. He wasn’t your 
_ best friend. You had never seen him. 
Yet he sacrificed for you. What does 
_ this Man, Christ, mean to you? To me, 
Pe Christ is my life, I would put my work 
_ with Christ ahead of anything. You 
my Seeeice's be Hig now if it wasn’t for a 


: ‘Him your life. Give Christ a chance in 
a your lives. Let him work through you. 


“WHAT CHRIST MEANS TO ME” 


By William Ewing, Jr. 


FORWARD 


WITH CHRIST 


John W. Nielsen, Edi rc 


You may ask of me this question: How can I re 
Christ for what he has done for me? My only ans W 
to this question would come from Christ’s own wo 
“Go ye therefore unto all nations, baptising them in. th 
name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” This 
your command from Christ. This does not mean ° 
everyone of us should become pastors. It means th 
you are to bring new people into God’s kingdom. ‘ . 
maT is yours to keep God’s Church glori 


door to your " eigubbe would do the trick. Tell th 
about your league. Tell them about your church ans 
your God. Do the work which Christ has commande: 
you to do. The feeling that you will get from this s Hl 
ice of bringing a soul to Christ is far beyond expressior. 
but you will know that you have done something 

your life that He saved. As a Chi 
it is your privilege to serve God ir 
many ways as possible. There are 
major ways you can serve God. Thi 
serving your fellow man and by kn 
and using your talents and abiliti 


I will leave you with this stat : 
The deepest need in your life i 
and to lead a Christian life on earth by 
bringing others to Jesus. é a a | 


(The author of the shcae test mi 
a former president of the St. 
Luther League of Whittier, 
who now fills the ee of 
in his League.) ; 


THE DAYS AHEAD 


‘The word comes from an Anglo-Saxon root meaning 
“to lengthen,” hence because of the lengthening days 
}its reference was to spring. Because the period of fast- 
i g preceding Easter always came in spring, the term 
same to denote the period rather than the season of 
the year. The church observes a forty-day period of 
Lent, perhaps because Jesus fasted for that many days 


| (Matt. 4:2). 


Ash Wednesday 


_ This is the first day of Lent. It is the fortieth day 
| before Easter (excluding Sundays which are days of re- 
E 4 jOicing). It takes its name from the custom of placing the 
from the palms of the preceding year’s Palm Sun- 


ai Be nsicly, it often became an opportunity $a “one 
“fast fling.” Hence it is sometimes called “Fat Tuesday” 
'in French mardi gras. See how the New Orleans 
festival gets its name? 


Time plays some ter- 
rible tricks. Take Val- 
entine for instance. To- 
day, nobody knows for 
sure just who he was. 
And yet his Day is bet- 
ter known than many 
another saint’s. 

Te It seems he was an 
early - Christian of living faith. More than that, he prob- 
ably ministered to the martyrs in the persecutions of 
udius until at last he himself was beheaded about 
). So out of respect for his witness he received a day, 
February 14th, Saint Valentine’s Day! 
But today it is difficult to say even this with certain- 
, History contains no less than five different saints 
ed Valentine. To which does the day belong? Or 
maybe none would care to claim it. They all undoubt- 
ly would be quite confused by the strange display 
lis and lace and pretty posies, the sentimental 


POOR VALENTINE 
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YOUTH OFFICE BULLETIN BOARD 


ATTENTION HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 

BLANKS ARE NOW AVAILABLE FOR MAKING 
APPLICATION FOR THE 1959 LUTHERAN YOUTH 
LEADERSHIP AWARD SCHOLARSHIPS. 

THREE SENIORS WILL BE CHOSEN TO RE- 
CEIVE THE $150.00 AWARD GIVEN BY LUTHERAN 
BROTHERHOOD TO APPLY ON THE FRESHMAN 
YEAR-AT ONE OF OUR LUTHERAN COLLEGES. = 

WRITE FOR YOUR APPLICATION BLANK NOW iE 
FROM 


THE YOUTH OFFICE 
ROUTE 1, BLAIR, NEBR. 


COMPLETED BLANKS MUST BE IN THE YOUTH — 
OFFICE BEFORE APRIL Ist, 1959. 


verses and tempting chocolates. And maybe the 
wonder why the flow of dainty missives begging ° 
receiver to be “My Valentine.” And maybe, if w 
stop to think, we’d wonder too! 


Tradition says that while he was in prison awaiti 
execution, Valentine wrote messages of encouragemen’ 
to Christian friends. The notes, delivered after | 
death, were signed, “Your Valentine.” Is there a tra 
of this in the valentine custom? Or is there more o 
the first romantic touch of spring—the mating of t 
birds? Or is it a modification of the ancient pagan fe 
tival in honor of Februata Juno when near the mide 
of the month girls’ names were drawn with lewd | a 
superstitious meaning? 


Poor Valentine, by some strange quirk, is now mixe 1 
up with lovers and their whims. And legend hie as- 


to ane Poor Valentine. 


Called for a man. 


Against all wrong 


His spirit ran. 


Lincoln, the Man. 


e A STEPPING STONE 
_My God, this is my earnest plea: 
_ Take my life and make of me, 


Cathedrals do great hearts inspire 
end marble statues all admire, 


| Traits that only come from Thee, 
From human frailties make me free. 


_ Let me be a stepping stone, 

_ Stedfast and sure for standing on, 
To help some weary soul reach home. 
_ Abased and lowly be my lot, 
pel me be a solid rock, 

Never let me roll or knock 

Or be a haughty stumbling block; 
Oh , hever, never let me be 

A stumbling block, I entreat Thee, 
To make a stepping stone of me. 
—Mrs. H. C. Roberts 


WISE WORDS FROM WASHINGTON 
“Speak ‘no evil of the absent, it is 
unjust.” 

“Be courteous to all, but intimate 
with few.” 

fs “Peace with all the world is my 
sincere wish.” 

“Faithful to ourselves, we have 


violated no obligations to others.” 


f “To be prepared for war is one of 


most effectual means of presery- 
peace.” 


‘Labor to keep alive in your breast 
that little spark of celestial life calj- 
ed ‘Conscience.’ ” 


A stepping stone that leads to Thee. 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


LINCOLN THE MAN 


The purpose of Eternal Truth 

God took a youth and 
schooled him long. 

A mother taught him love of right; 

Privation gave him patient might; 

Distress of souls trained him to fight 


In sympathy with human need 
He learned to serve; to helpful deed 
He led the souls of men to see 

The worth of Truth and Liberty, 
And paid the cost to set them free; 


—Frank W. Hill 


“We should never despair.” 
“Influence is not government.” 


“The work is done, and well done.” 

“True friendship is a plant of slow 
growth.” 

“Men’s minds are as variant as 
their faces.” 

“I require no guard but the affec- 
tions of the people.” 

“It is our duty to make the best 
of our misfortunes.” 

“It is not for man to scan the wis- 
dom of Providence.” 

“I feel everything that hurts the 
sensibility of a gentleman.” 

“A brother’s sword has been sheath- 
ed in a brother’s breast.” 

“When we assumed the Soldier, we 
did not lay aside the Citizen.” 

“The power, under the Constitution, 
will always be the people.” 

“The love of my country will be 
the ruling influence of my conduct.” 

“I hope, some day, we shall become 
a storehouse and granary for the 
world.” 

“There is no restraining men’s 


tongues and pens, when charged with 
a little vanity.” 


A PRACTICAL PRAYER 


Give me a good digestion, Lord, 

And also something to digest. 

Give me a healthy body, Lord, 

With sense to keep it at its best. 
Give me a healthy mind, Good Lord, 
To keep the good and pure in sight 
Which, seeing sin, is not appalled, 
But finds a way to set it right. 


aioe 4 a ee 
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Give me a mind that is not bored, 
That does not whimper, whine or sigh; 
Don’t let me worry over-much 
About the fussy thing called I. 
Give me a sense of humor, Lord, 
Give me the grace to see a joke, 
To get some happiness from life, 
And pass it on to other folk. 


—Found in Chester Cathedral, 
England — 


tinea sani loiiin 


NO KEYS NEEDED 


Keys! How much we take them for 
granted! House keys, car keys, garag 
keys. 


oF ete arene oe een oth Yate botspmee SE. ttnalty 


1 
i 
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What is a key? Usually it’s just . ; 
small piece of metal made to fit a 
given lock. Oh, but what is it really? 
It is the one thing that makes the dif-_ 
ference between being on the insid 
and being on the outside. 


I had reason to reflect on this t 
a few nights ago. Arriving home rath- | 
er late, I took the elevator to ow 
eighth-floor apartment. Walking to 
our door, I reached casually for m 
key. I fully expected to find it wi 
no effort. I didn’t. I fumbled amon 
the items in my purse. I rummage 
through everything. Finally, standi 
outside my own door, I emptied m 
purse completely. Still no key! 


My mind began to explore the pos- _ 
sibilities of getting into the apartment 
The office, where a master key to al | 
the apartments is kept, was closed for 
the night. My husband was away con- 
ducting evangelistic meetings. My } 
daughter, a student nurse, was on | 
duty. | 


I prayed, and then walked back the | 
few blocks to where I had parked _ 
our car. There, to my great relief, L 
found my house key, which had some- 
how slipped into a crack in the 1 up- 
holstery. 


Safe inside my apartment, I thank- 
ed the Lord. That night I turned i 
my Bible to Revelation and 


I could appreciate those wo! 
who had been so nearly shut out. 
won’t need a key there, Earth’s fin- 
est key could never open heave ’s 
door. 


Christ is our Key. He is ie 
and we will never need a ES Re , 


‘February 9, 1959 


USE MORE LAYMEN, LUTHERAN 


(From page 9) 


. gospel.” 


t portance of proportionate giving, 


Es CHURCH NEWS 
(From page 4) 


membership includes 18 theological 
seminaries, 29 senior colleges, six 
_ junior colleges, two deaconess training 
_ schools, five agencies and boards of 
Bhigher education and one educational 

foundation, representing nine Luther- 
an church bodies. 


LUTHERAN DESCRIBES 
HEAVEN AS REAL PLACE 
NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CALIF.— 
Heaven was described here recently as 
pe “real place,” and several thousand 
ot Lutheran laymen and pastors were 
, given a glimpse of what life will be 
like after death for faithful Christians. 
— Dr. Joseph L. Knutson, Moorhead, 
2 Minn., widely-known pastor and edu- 
cator, warned that if an individual re- 
fuses to face the reality of life and 
_ the problem of death, he solves noth- 
ing. 
_ “Everyone of us meets death with 
the task of life unfinished,” he de- 


clared. “If there is no heaven,” he 
~.. : : 
said, “the frustrations of life are 


never solved, its work never com- 
eo icted, history never finished, and 
judgment never executed.” 

_ Speaking to the National Lutheran 
j Knutson, 


a Explaining the Lutheran view of 
he said, “Our works follow 


a 


‘do not go ahead of us to merit our 


In heaven, Dr. Knutson revealed, 
a ‘Nothing that is pleasing to God is 
Jestroyed; all that is according to His 
ill is a part of heaven.” He added, 


world must be according to His will 
mn heaven.” 

The Lutheran educator said heaven 
is “a prepared place for a prepared 
“people,” made ready by “the right- 
eousness of Christ.” He said those who 
ave faith in Christ “live as the chil- 
n of heaven here and now.” 

r. Knutson advised that the way 
prepare for death and heaven is “to 
pray daily for the forgiveness of sin.” 
heaven, he concluded, every believ- 


STEWARDSHIP LEADERS ADVISED 


bility of the church is the stewardship of the Christian 
He warned, “If we become preoccupied with ob- 
eeining our members’ time, talent and treasure as the pre- 
“eminent matters, then we miss the real reason for having 
ca stewardship program in the church.” 

- Dr. J. E. Herrmann of St. Louis, stewardship director of 
the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, discussed the im- 
: or tithing. 


sanctification will be complete, a 
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“Giving is proportionate only when it is God-pleasing.” He 
added, “It is at its best as spiritual discipline when a per- 
son imposes tithing on himself, rather than having it re- 


He said, 


quired of him by his church.” 

Dr. Ronald Hals of Columbus, 
Theological Seminary, outlined the Biblical bases for stew- 
ardship. He said Christian giving becomes sacrificial only 
when rightly motivated—when it 
“The motive alone makes giving sacrificial,” he said, “but 
the sacrifice must cost the person something.” 
“Stewardship is a Christian’s response to God which ex- 
presses his participation in the needs of others.” 


O., professor at Capital 


expresses self-denial. 


He added, 


a RR 


and “he will enjoy the Sabbath rest 
of the people of God.” 


I DARED TO SAY I LOVE YOU 
(From page 5) 


darling every day, and tell you I love 
you every day.” 

He laughed and blushed, but he 
liked it, too. 

We'd never been a demonstrative 
family. But affection should be freely 
shown, so why not let people know we 
love them? 

My family has a regular ritual now. 
My husband tells me he loves me, 
every day I tell him I love him. And 
we both tell our son we love him. 
Corny? Maybe. But we live different 
lives since we began this. We think 
up ideas to make one another happy. 
We laugh easier, and surprise one an- 
other with novel schemes for laugh- 
ing. We praise each other a lot, so 
the little world of our home is a better 
world. 

* * * 

The next step was to move outside 
my home. My neighbor was a little 
lady of 84, all alone. I’d been nice to 
her in a skittish way. Skittish because 
I dreaded being regaled with her ail- 
ments. “I’m so _ rushed,” I’d_ gasp, 
when she caught me, “I can’t stop for 
a moment to talk.” 

Well, I took some cakes to her. 
She was sick. And she was happy 
that anyone had thought of ler. She 
said shyly: “Do you mind if I give 
you a little kiss?” Then she brushed 
my cheek with lips as soft as rose 
petals. 

The next day she lapsed into a 
coma, and a week later she left for 
good—with a smile on her face. [ll 
never forget her rose petal kiss. It 
sent me on to others like her, lonely 
old ladies who live in a row of re- 
modeled apartments in our block, for 
whom nobody gives parties. I de- 
cided to invite them all to tea. 

I went to each house, issuing invi- 
tations, and with each one, making 
friends. One lady had just sprained 
her ankle, but she exclaimed happily: 
“Tll be well by next Wednesday.” 
She was. They all came, and we had 
a lovely time. 

* * * 


The world is full of lonely people, 


old, middle-aged, even young. All of 
them should be invited to parties; 
they need to be noticed and made to 
feel important. 

From people alone, I went to people 
together. At a meeting to study men- 
tal health, when given the chance to 
talk, I said a little hesitantly: “For- 
give me for getting off the subject 
a bit, but I was just wondering what — 
are we doing to make this a better — 
world?” 

For a while, they looked at one an- 
other in puzzled silence. : 

Then one lady said: “I’m working 
with people who give free concerts # 
two nights a week all summer. I’m 
sure such things make the world a 
better place.” 

Another little lady, whose facem 
glowed, said quietly: “I put cookies 
out for the garbage man.” 

Everybody laughed. I did too, but A 
I was touched and curious. “How do — 
you do it?” F 

“T put them in a box, on top of the a 
can,” she said. The first time I put 
them out, I tacked on a little note % 


saying ‘These are for you, with 
thanks.’ ” 
At home, after the meeting, my 


friend Ruth called. Ruth is a self- 
sufficient divorcee. She had hooted 
at the very idea of improving th 
world. 


“You'll howl,” she said exultantly, — 
over the phone. Honest, it’s a screar 
Here I am running a nursery school.” — 

“You mean, you’ve got a job?” 

“Young mothers, servicemen 
wives,’ Ruth bubbled, “all do their 
wash in the community laundry on 
my street, and their babies stumble 
around under their feet. I asked or 
mother if she’d like me to watch her 
kids while she did her laundry. She 
fell on my neck. And now, honey, 


life and I love it!” 


There was a new note in Ru 
voice. She had put others before i 


to cere A. 
That’s the only way to show love 
Jesus showed us how when He © 
everybody’s servant. We can do r 
less—if we want a better world. — 
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NO DEVIL 

4 don’t believe in a devil now, as 

5 their fathers used to do; 

iey’ve forced the door of the broad- 

cast creed to let his majesty 

_ through. 

aere isn’t a print of his cloven foot, 

- or a fiery dart from his bow 

) be found in the earth, or air to- 

day, for the world has voted so. 

xy who is mixing the fatal draught 
that palsies heart and brain, 

nd loads the bier of each passing 

year with ten hundred thousand 

_ slain? 

ho blights the bloom of the land 

today with the fiery breath of 

hell, 

“the devil isn’t and never was won’t 

~ somebody rise and tell? 

ho dogs the steps of the toiling 

‘saint, and digs the pit for his feet? 

0 sows the tares in the field of 

time, wherever God sows His 

~ wheat? 

e devil is voted not to be, and of 

~ course, the thing is true; 

ut who is doing the kind of work 

the devil alone should do? 

fe are told he does not go around 

like a roaring lion now; 

whom shall we hold responsible 


nowhere to be found? 

on’t somebody step to the front 
forthwith and make his bow and 
show 

vy the frauds and crimes of a single 
day spring? We want to know. 

8 e devil was fairly voted out, and, 
£ course, the devil’s gone; 

t simple people would like to know 
who carries his business on? 


AN HOUR AT A TIME 

) hour at a time, and the hardest 
task is over, 

day at a time, and the longest year 


q leave with him who doeth all 


a -eatch the rainbow that through 
e tears he sends us, 

ow he’s with us until with him 
dwell. 


aise to God, our loving heavenly 
her, 
aise to Jesus, who saved us 
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Praise to the Spirit, who teaches, 
comforts, guides us, 
Oh, hallelujah! To heaven he’ll lead 
us in. 
—Selected 


WHAT SHALL I GIVE 


“What shall I give?” I asked as I 
stood at the gate of life. 


“A coin will do,” the crowd replied. 
“That’s all it takes to get by.” 


I put it there, the coin so small, a 
thing I’d never miss. It opened the 
gate but that was all. I stepped in- 
side, but I never saw the child who 
was cold—I failed to touch the ones 
who were down. 


“Its a cheap affair,” I said, as I 
turned to go, but an angel stood in 
my way. 


“Try again,” he said, “give more 
and more.” So I gave and gave and 
gave again—the flowers sprang up 
and the children played. 


“How much?” I asked, and the 
angel said, “It will be enough when 
every hungry child is fed—when every 
fevered brow is cool—when every 
shred of hate is gone—when love 
dwells deep in every heart, and God, 
the Father, reigns supreme.” 


“But I shall die,” I cried, “if I thus 
give.” 


“No,” 
live.” 


the angel said, “you will 
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BOOK REVIEW 


All books reviewed may be purchased from 
Lutheran Publishing House, Blair, Nebraska. 


Worship Services From the Hymns 


By Zula Evelyn Coon, Fleming H. 
Revell Co., 128 pages, $2.00 


This book was written to help those 
planning for worship in Sunday 
School, Youth leagues and the Evening 
Service. It contains twenty-nine full 
length worship programs, including 
responsive readings for few or many, 
hymn studies and short sermon stor- 
ies with substance. Emphasis is placed 
on terseness and” multiple participa- 
tion. The material is Christ-centered, 
alive and interesting. It contains 
sermon nuggets for the pastor. A 
help to every worship leader. Spir- 
itually rewarding even to the “brows- 
er.” —Douglas Toepel. 


WANTED: Family to act as caretakers 
for Pleasant Hill Bible Camp located 


9 miles out of Greenville, Michigan. 
Home furnished for year round oc- — 
cupancy. Grounds and camping facil- 


ities to be cared for. Bible Camp ses- 
sions from June 15 to September Ist. 
Free to accept additional outside work 
if desired. Write to Pastor Clarence 
E. Jensen, Greenville, Michigan for 
further information. 


Parts of His Ways 


Rita F. Snowden 


A superb selection of 
devotions—poems, pic- 
tures and prose which 
evoke the presence of 
God. Emerson, Chris- 
tina Rossetti and C. — 
Day Lewis, selections 
from the Bible. $1.25 


Also by the same 
author 


‘Seven ‘Days of the Week , 


39 brief messages of faith. $1.95 


MUHLENBERG PRESS, Philadelphia — 


Order from: : 
LUTHERAN PUBLISHING HOUSE > 
138 N. 17th St., Blair, Nebraska 
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Blair, Nebraska 
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THE SIGN OF THE CROSS by O. P. 
Kretzmann. 


Here is the old, old story of sin and 
grace, told simply and clearly, in lan- 
guage, oh, so beautiful and lofty in 
image, oh, so apt and vivid, by the 
well-known preacher and president of 
Valparaiso University, Dr. O. P. Kretz- 
mann. Dr. Kretzmann looks closely 
at the compelling urgency of the Pas- 
sion—and shows how the bit of gossip, 
the lingering impurity, the careless- 
ness, and every sinful thought and 
deed, has caused Christ’s suffering and 
death. From the events of Holy Week 
he brings assurance and comfort for 
all the world’s aching sadness, agony 
of soul, great loneliness, dark valleys— 
and applies it to the personal needs of 
his hearers. Here is an insistent prob- 
ing into the inner recesses of the sinful 
heart and an invitation to repentance 
and faith. Both the reader and hearer 
of these warm persuasive messages 
will walk away in a calmer, more 


_ peaceful frame of mind, buoyed up by 
_ the knowledge that his sins are truly 
forgiven, and with the firm resolve to 


do a little better in the future. 
Eight sermons for Lent and Easter, in- 


_ cluding one each for Maunday Thurs- 
_ day, Good Friday, Easter Sunday. 


86 pages—$1.25—postage 14¢ 


THROUGH TEMPTATION by James 
H. Hanson. 


The real nature of temptation and 


_ how a Christian may conquer it is the 


central theme of this book—an appro- 
priate one to consider during Lent, 
which commemorates Christ’s forty 


_ days of fasting and temptation. Christ’s 
temptation in the wilderness offers 
_ the clue to the meaning of temptation 


in our own lives. In seven chapters 


_ the author brings to light the scrip- 
_ tural understanding of temptation. He 
_ shows, finally, that there is only one 


Way a person can come to grips with 


temptation—and conquer it. 


96 pages, paper, $1.50—postage 14c 


SEMINARY LIBRARY 
CAPITAL UNIVERSITY 
COLUMBUS 9 OHIO 


AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS by 
an imprisoned Pastor Behind the Iron 
Curtain. 

Eighteen meditations based on the 
events of the Passion Story. The au- 
thor speaks directly to his Lord, in the 
intimate style of personal address. He 
speaks of the Passion—his understand- 
ing of it, its meaning in his life, and 
its eternal significance for all men. 
Though he looks through prison win- 
dows as he writes—his lips silenced by 
the judgment of the world—his words 
carry a quiet ring of joy and thanks- 
giving in anticipation of Christ’s Easter 
victory. Inspirational reading of a rare 
quality (A-5) Cloth, $3.00—postage 14c 


MEN WHO FACED THE CROSS 
by William Siegel. 

Clustered about Calvary were shad- 
ows of shame. . remorse. < 
reconciliation. . . expectation —a 
wondrous display of the human heart 
the like of which only an experience 
as the drama of man’s redemption 
could evoke. In these eight character- 
study sermons for Lent, a recent vis- 
itor to the Holy Land reconstructs the 
familiar scenes of the Passion Story, 
to impressively demonstrate that all 
men everywhere in the world today 
must humble themselves before this 
towering symbol of salvation. 

$2.00—postage 14¢ 


THE THIEF by Archie Joscelyn. 

Searching and ever charged with 
suspense is the somber new journey to 
Calvary skillfully traced in this dra- 
matic fictional portrait of the penitent 
thief whose cross of crucifixion stood 
beside that of Christ. —$3.50 


Lutheran Publishing House 
138 North 17th Street 
Blair, Nebraska 
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Reading for the Lenten Season 


THE VICTOR SPEAKS by Edmu: 
Schlink. A series of 17 meditations 
the Seven Words spoken by Christ fr of 
the cross and on eight of the statemen 
the Savior made after His resurrectia 

In language that marches and pera 
trates deeply, Edmund Schlink, pro 
inent theologian on the faculty | 
Heidelberg University, brings {res 
understanding and _ striking eer i 
into the towering events of Lent a 
Easter. His eloquent style and OWS 
succeed in “coming through” in th 
fine translation by Paul F. Koehnel 
late Professor at Concordia Colleg 
Milwaukee, Wis. Within these pags 
the distressed, the forsaken, the ind 
ferent, the guilt-ridden, the hate-fille 
the selfish, as well as the faithful ¢c ni 
of God can enter into intimate cor 
munion with Christ—and find a 1 
life rich in fulfillment. Here is 
drama with a tragic ending, but es 
couragement to share in the victory 
Christ’s cross and in His glorio 
resurrection through faith. Amid tl 
realities of the cross Dr. Schlink bi 
us “fight the good fight of faith. 

126 pages, cloth—$2.50—postage 1] 


DIARY OF A DISCIPLE by Williag 
C. Berkemeyer. . 

Devotional Readings for the Fort 
Days in Lent. The story of Jesus frod 
Baptism to Resurrection. The book 
divided into forty sections, one rea 
ing for each of the forty days in Le 
Told in the first person by an unider 
tified disciple. Semi-flexible b: 
(U-87) $1.75—pos' 


CONSIDER HIM by Oliver Y 

These three meditations on Chri 
Passion have as their specific subje 
the supreme moments of his life—t 
Upper Room, the Garden of Gethse 
ane, and the Cross. Written espec’ 
for Lenten use, the meditations an 
prefaced by a brief introductic 
meditation in general during — 
and conclude with two su 
“acts of Worship.” The book 
its title from the injunction t 
our minds to Christ in medi 
consider him instead of oursel: 
each meditation is included a 
priate reference for Bible rea 
some excellent and unusual 
(A-1) Cloth cover, 64 p 


